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The Kinder Institute Houston Area Survey 
(1982-2014)

More than three decades of systematic interviews with representative 
samples of Harris County residents, focused on three central issues:
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Two contrasting 
economic eras

The 30 years after World 
War II were a period of
broad-based prosperity.

The past 30 years have 
been marked by growing 
concentrations of wealth.
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Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research



The New Economy

The importance of post-secondary education, 
in the total sample and by ethnicity (2013)

5 Source: Kinder Institute Houston Area Survey (2013)
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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An education beyond high school is necessary
There are many ways to succeed with no more than high school

"For a person to be successful in today's world, is it necessary to get an education beyond high 
school, or are there many ways to succeed with no more than a high school diploma?"





The Demographic Revolution7
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Harris County total population
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Color represents demographic group being a majority in that census tract.
Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research

1980



The Demographic Revolution

Harris County total population

11
Color represents demographic group being a majority in that census tract.
Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Harris County total population
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Color represents demographic group being a majority in that census tract.
Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Harris County total population
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Color represents demographic group being a majority in that census tract.
Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Percent of the population by age group 
and ethnicity in Harris County in 2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2008-2012 ACS 5-year estimates
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research14
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Percent of the population by age group 
and ethnicity in Texas in 2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2008-2012 ACS 5-year estimates
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research15
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Percent of the population by age group 
and ethnicity in the United States in 2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2008-2012 ACS 5-year estimates
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research16
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Percent of the population by age group 
and ethnicity in the United States in 2050

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2012 National Population Projections, Alternative Net 
International Migration Series (Constant Series).
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Favor: "Granting illegal immigrants a 
path to legal citizenship, if they speak 
English and have no criminal record."

Immigrants generally 
contribute more to the 
economy than they take.

High ratings (6-10) on 
a scale measuring feelings 
about undocumented 
immigrants.
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Attitudes toward immigrants among 
successive representative samples of 
Harris County residents (2010-2014)
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70+60-6950-5940-4930-3918-29

Source: Kinder Institute Houston Area Survey (2007-2014)
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Anglo respondents who report having been in a 
romantic relationship with someone who was not Anglo.

Inter-ethnic romantic relationships by age 
(2007, 2011 and 2014 combined)
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The increasing ethnic 
diversity brought about 
by immigration is a 
“good thing,” rather 
than a “bad thing.”

Grant illegal immigrants 
a path to legal citizen-
ship, if they speak 
English and have no 
criminal record.

The increasing immigra-
tion into the U.S. today 
mostly “strengthens,” 
rather than “threatens,” 
American culture.

20 Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (2007-2014)
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Hiking, boating,
birding

Arts, culture, sports

Air and water quality
Green spaces, trees

Urban centers

BayousTransportation



Quality of Place

Houston’s urban sprawl

2.1 million
600 sq. mi.

Chicago
2.7 million
228 sq. mi.

Baltimore
0.6 million
81 sq. mi.

22 Source: U.S. Census Bureau
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Quality of Place

The nine-county Houston 
metropolitan area

5.8 million
9,434 sq. mi.

New Jersey
8.8 million
8,729 sq. mi.

23 Source: U.S. Census Bureau
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research

Massachusetts
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Quality of Place

The divided preference for car-centered vs. 
transit-oriented developments (2009-2014)

24 Source: Kinder Institute Houston Area Survey (2009-2014)
© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Quality of Place

1978

© Alex



Quality of Place

2011
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Today’s pro-growth agenda

The Houston region needs to 

nurture a far more educated 

and technically-trained work-

force, and develop the research 

centers that will fuel the 

engines of the new economy.

The Demographic Revolution

The New Economy

Quality of Place



Today’s pro-growth agenda

The Demographic Revolution

The New Economy

Quality of Place

Houston needs to develop into a 

truly successful multiethnic 

society, one with equality of 

opportunity for all communities, 

where all are encouraged to 

participate as full partners in 

shaping the region’s future.



Today’s pro-growth agenda

The Demographic Revolution

The New Economy

Quality of Place

The Houston metropolitan area 

needs to grow into a much more 

appealing urban destination, 

while accommodating an 

expected 3.5 million additional 

residents in the next 20 years.
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